728 TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS

Telephone Statistics.—The financial statistics of Table 76 show that the
investment in telephone property in Canada, represented by the cost of property, is
a very large item and is exceeded in the field of transportation and communications
only by the investments in steam railways (pp. 657-659) and roads and highways
(pp. 687-688).

Up to 1930 there was a steady growth in the number of telephones but in the
three following years to 1933 there were declines aggregating 15 p.c. However,
there was a slight increase again in 1934. The number of telephones per capita is
secend only to that of the United States, the numbers being 13-29 telephones per
100 population in the United States and 11-01 in Canada. This is a favourable
showing in view of the low density of population in Canada as a whole and the fact
that 46 p.c. (46-30 p.c. in 1931) of the population is rural.

Estiates of the numbers of telephone conversations during 1934 were 2,273 -
112,000 local and 25,395,566 long-distance calls. Systems operating almost 90 p.c.
of all telephones in Canada made estimates by actual count on days of normal
business, and, after adjusting for uncompleted calls, holidays, Sundays, etc., the
average was multiplied by 365. The long-distance calls in practically all cases
were the actual long-distance calls put through or completed. The averages were
1,904 local and 21 long-distance calls per telephone and 212 telephone conversations
per capita as compared with 213 in 1933. The estimated per capita average for

the United States in 1933 was 191,

76.—Summary Financlal Statistics of Telephones in Canada, years ended June 3¢,
1911-18, and Dec. 31, 1919-34.
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1 Inelndes salaries and wages chargeable to capital aceount.

z Revised since the publication of the 1934-3% Year Book.

calendar years 1919-34.

For number of employees, see Table 78.

3 Years ended June 39, 1911.18 and



